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Salt~Tolerant Occan Bcach
Native Plants for (C oastal (Georgia
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lntroduction

Flants growing at or near the beach are subjectec! to environmental conditions much different
than those Planted further inland. [Factors such as b]owing sand, poor soils, high
temperatures, and excessive drainage all influence how well Plants PerForm in coastal
lanclscapcs. Salt spray, however, has the most signi}cicant effect on Plant growth. Plants
resPonc{ with leaf loss, burned Fo]iagc, stunted growth, or death. Most Plants will not tolerate
salt accumulating on tl—;eirFo]iagc, making Plant selection for beachfront lanclscapcs

Particularly cl-la”cnging.

The Fo”owing Georgia coastal Plain native Plant salt tolerant list has been comPilecl to assist
homeowners and landscape Professiona]s to choose Plants aPProPriatelg for coastal
landscapcs. The native P]ants listed have been rePortecI bg various sources to tolerate salt
stress better than most ]arxclscapecl Plants. T he lists are divided by Plant type (trees, shrubs,

vines, groundcovers, e’cc) and three levels of salt tolerance (l’ligh, moc{erate, slight).

FroPcrtics within atleast 1/8 of a mile from the oceanfront should be Ian&scapec{ with Plants
known to have some level of salt tolerance. Fropcr’cies along or near brackish water estuaries
should also be landscapcd with Plants Possessing some clegree of salt tolerance, though not

necessari]y as l'ngh as those on the oceanfront.



KEY:

]n general, salt tolerance of a Plan’c relates to the resistance and ability to grow under
conditions of (1) high winds, (2) salt spray, (») alkaline soils, and (4) infertile, sandg soils. T he
tolerance of a given P]ant to salt may be affected if any of the four conditions become

extreme.

ng}'llg salt tolerant — Plants tolerant of the direct salt spray such as that received a]ong
dunes and immediateifj adjacent to the oceanfront; Plants are l’)iglﬂ]g resistant to salt drift and

can be used in cxposcd environments.

Moderatelg salt tolerant ~ Plants tolerant of moderate levels of salt spray, such as that
received in Ianclscapes adjacent to the beach front, but which are sheltered }33 other Plants,
structures, or natural dunes; P]ants tolerate some salt spray but grow best when Protected }33

bui]dings, Fences, or P]antings of more salt-tolerant sPecies.

Sllghtlg salt tolerant — Flants with the lowest level of tolerance to salt spray. These P|an’cs
should be used onlg in areas receiving some Protection from direct salt spray, either from a
bui]ding or other vegetation. |n areas that are comPletely sheltered, Plants with no known salt
tolerance can be grown; P!ants that have poor tolerance should alwags be used well back of
cxposed areas and be Protected bg builclings, {:ences, or Plantings of more salt-tolerant

species.

FFor more information rcgarc!ing Gcorgia’s coastal Plain native Plants, or to utilize the

oastScapes coastal plains native plant search engine, go to www.coastscapes.ore.
i p P gine, g p g

Plant Choice ( onsiderations

Although the plants provided in the list below may be native to the coastal plain region of
Georgia, individual Plants may not grow evcrgw‘ﬂere in the region. |n addition, the
characteristics of any site will tﬂPicallﬂ vary from Place to Place and some Plants may do better
than others at various places within a site. Putting plants in the right places is the key to
ensuring they survive and remain l‘xealthg in your Iandscape. When selecting Plants from this
list, remember that many factors determine the suitability of a plant for a particular location.

(onsider |ig}1t requirements, local climate, solil type, moisture, ac{aptabi]itg, hardiness, heat



tolerance, and other factors. A” Plants listed are suited to the USDA Hardiness /one 8.
Flease check to see hcgour zone falls within the 8a or 8b hardiness zone and then choose
Plants accordinglg. (Choose native Plants that match and thrive under the conditions in your
landscapc and you will have a Coas’cgcapes lanclscapel You will reduce the need for water,
fertilizers, Pcsticidcs, and Pruning while Providing valuable wildlife habitat.

A]though these native Plants have evolved to the local conditions, new Plantings will require
regu]ar watering before theg become established. Koot establishment can take from months

to one to several years, depending on the origina] size of the Piant.

Jlex vomitoria Source: Alvin Diamond, Trog Univcrsitg
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Sma” Trccs (i o~ §O’Ta”)

Highlg Salt Tolerant

Jlex vomitoria

Morella cerifera
Osmanthus americanus
/D/nus clausa

Frunus angusf/}[o//a

Qucrcus geminata

Modcratcly Salt Tolerant

Acacia farnesiana

yaupon ho”g
wax mgr’c]e
devilwood

sand Pine
(Chickasaw Plum

sand live oak

sweet acacia

Jlex myrtitoli myrtle dahoon
/\//a‘gno//a virginiana sweetba Yy
Oxya’enc/rum arboreum sourwood

/D ersea borboria redba Yy

Slightlg Salt T olerant

Carp/nus caroliniana American hornbeam

Frunus caroliniana (arolina laure]cherrﬂ

Salix caroliniana coastal P]ain willow

Largc Trccs (over 30’ Ta”)

Highlg Salt Tolerant

(Gleditsia triacanthos lﬁoneylocust



Junfperus silicicola

S

QIJ@FC[JS /3/7@//05

Qucrcus virginiana

Junlpcrus virginiana

Moclcratcly Salt Tolcrant

Acer rubrum

Petula nigra

(eltis /acv{gata

Jlex cassine

/\//agno//a grana//f/ora
/\/ﬂssa 55/\/3 tica

Finus elfiotii

Quercus ﬁem/spﬁacr/ta
Quercus nigra
Qucrcus shumardii

Kobinia PS@(Ja/ocaC/é

Slightlg Salt T olerant

I agus ‘grana//fo//a

Jlex opaca

/ /k/]ul'a/a mbar styra ciflua
Finus glabra

Finus /oa/ustrfs
[latanus occidentalis

Taxoa//um distichum

Highlg Salt Tolerant

Jlex vomitoria

Jva imbricata

MOF@//& CCF/}[CFa

soutl‘iern redcec{ar
castern redcedar
willow oak

live oak

red maPIe

river birch
sugarberrg
dahoon ho”g
southern magnolia
black gum

slash Pine
Darlington oak
water oak
Shumard’s oak

b|ac1< 1ocust

American beech
American ho”g
sweetgum

spruce Pine
longleamc Pine
American sycamore

balc[ chress

Shrubs

yaupon }10”3
seacoast marsh elder

wax mgr’c]c



Yucca aloifolia
)/ucca filamentosa
Yucca Haccida
Yucca g/oriosa

S amia /oumf/a
Moclcratcly Salt Tolcrant

Paccharis halimitolia
Porrichia frutescens
(lethra alnifolia
[oresticra segregatea
Jlex 5/3/7&9

/va frustescens
Opuntia humitusa
Opuntia pusilla

)/ucca filamentosa

Slightlg Salt T olerant

Ca///carloa americana
Eryi’/w//?a herbacea
//cx verticillata

Fhotinia pﬂr/}[o//a

\//}éurnum dentatum

Vné urnum obovatum

aloc yucca

Adam’s needle
weakeleaf yucca
mounc“ilg yucca

coontie

groundsel bush
busy seaside tansy
coastal sweetPePPerbush
Florida swamp Privct
inkberrg

marsh elder

devils tongue

cockspur PricklyPear
Adam’s needle

American beautgberrg
redcardinal
common winterberrg
red chokeberrg
(Fo rmer] y Aronia ar/)ut/}[o//a)
southern arrowwood

sma”~lea1c arrowwoocl



\’ . _:-(
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Highly Salt T olerant

//Domoea /'mloera t
//oomoca pes-caprac

//oomoca guamoc//t

Smilax smallii

Modcratciy Sait Tolcrant

Centrosema virginianum
(elsemium 5cmf>erv/ren5

[ onicera scmlocn//rcns

Farthenocissus qw’nquc;[o//a'

5trop/705tﬂ/cs umbellata

SIightlﬂ Salt T olerant

Amloe/olosfs arborea

beach morning—glory
bagiﬁops, railroad vine
cgpressvirie

lanceleaf greenbriar

sPurreci }Jutterﬂy pea
evening trumPetﬂower
trumpet honcysuckie
Virginia creeper

pink Fuzzybean

Pcppervinc



Fass/f/ora incarnata urple passionflower
purpie p

/Dassf)[/ora Jutea 3e||ow Passiomqower
V/itis rotunditolia muscadine
Wisteria frutescens American wisteria

Falms

Highlg Salt Tolerant

53/73//77/’/7(# dwarf Palmetto
53[73/Pa/metto cabbage Pa]m
56r6/703 repens saw Palmetto

Moclcratcly Salt Tolcrant

K ﬁaplb’op/y//um /5155 trix needle pa Im



Highly Sait Toierant

Mu/;/cnécrglﬁa cap///ar/.s
Fanicum amarum

5loart/na bakers

5,03/%//73 patens
(Jniola Ioan/cu/ata #*

Siigi‘itlg Salt Tolerant

Fanicum virgatum

Ornamcntai Grasscs

hairawn muiﬁlg

bitter Panicgrass

sand corcigrass

salt meadow cordgrass

seaoats**

switci‘ngrass

=Pl FASE NOTE® Wiici seaoats (L/n/o/'a Panfcu/ata) is Protcctcci in Gcorgia

not because itis cnciangcrcd or threatened, but because it Pchorms avaluable

ccologicai service bg stabilizing sand dunes. [tis unlawful to Picic wild sea oats (even

€ s€cds/, bu ou can pu c ants or € seedas rrom native ant nursceries wno
th dbtg bgthplt th dsf ti Plt ies wh

have Pcrmits to Propagatc Protcctcd SPccics.



Highly Sait Toierant

Porrichia frutescens

Croton Punctatus

Gaillardia aestivalis
Grallardia Pu/c/)c//a

Jva imbricata
5@5uvfum Ioor'fu/acastrum

50//2/350 semperv/rcns

Modcratciy Salt Tolcrant

Asc/c/)/'as tuberosa
[elanthus debilis
[Teterotheca subaxillaris
Kostc/ctzkﬂa virginica
Malvaviscus arboreus

Mimosa si'r/:g///osa

Perennials

busi'iy scaside tansy
beach croton

lanceleaf blanketflower
firewheel, blanket flower
scacoast marsh elder
shoreline seapurslane

seaside goicicnroci

butterﬂy milkweed
cucumberleaf sunflower
camPhorweed

Virginia saltmarsh mallow
Turic’s cap

Powcierpui:ic
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Monarc/a punctata
O@nof/’mra humitusa
/D/fﬂopsfs gram/n/}[o/lla
Sabatia stellaris
Salvia ssp.

Stokesia lacvis

Verbena S5p.

Slightlg Salt T olerant

55/3 tisia alba
C orco/os/s ssp.

[ chinacea purpurea
f 7’/'[7/'5cu5 moscheutos

[Fibiscus coccineus

(Glandularia canadensis
Kudbeckia [u‘/gic/a
Kudbeckia hirta

sPotted beebalm

scabeach evening Primrose

narrowleaf silkgrass

rose of Flgmouth

sage (P]ease refer to the Coastﬁcapes
native Plant search engine for sPecies list)
Stokes’ aster

verbena

white wild indigo

tickseed (Please refer to the CoastScaPes
native Plant search engine for sPecies list)
ecastern PurPle coneflower

crimsoneyed rosemallow

scarlet rosemallow

rose mock vervain

orange COHC‘HOWCI"

blackeged Susan

GI'OUHCJ COVCI’S

Moclcratcly Salt Tolcrant

seaside sandmat

C ﬁamacsﬂce Ioo/y‘gon/}[o//a

Slightlg Salt T olerant

/‘7ﬂper/cum reductum At]antic St. Jol'mswort
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