UNIVERSITY OF GEORGIA MARINE EXTENSION SERVICE

CoastScapes

Conscwation Landscaping for FcoPlc,
Wilc”i{:e, and Gcorgia’s Coast

CoastScaPes are environmenta”g sound native Plant conservation lanc{scapes which benefit
People, the local environment, and coastal Georgia. (_onservation landscaping works with
nature to reduce Po”u’cion while creating diverse Iandscapes that conserve water, Protect
clean water and air, support wildlife and their native habitat, and Proviclc a more beautiful,
healthier human environment. (Conservation landscaping can also be used to address arcas
with Prob[ems such as erosion, nutrient loss, sedimentation, poor soils, steep s]oPcs, or poor
clrainage or to enhance and/or restore habitat. (Conservation ]andscaping also Provides

valuable oPPortunities to reduce the effects of the human built and developed environment.

|nitiated in Januarg 2009, the Ur\iversitg of Georgia Marine [ xtension Service is
devc]opinga comprelﬂensive CoastScaPes (Conservation Landscaping Frogram for
coastal Georgia. Outreach efforts to engage Georgians in conservation landscaping

Practices will be developec{ and implemented to helP preserve the coast’s water resources,




Plan’cs, habitats and wildlife; all of which are critical elements needed to nurture and preserve

the complcx web of life that characterizes coastal Gcorgia and its surroun&ing watersheds. |n
addition, as the coastal region bcgins to accommodate raPicﬂg expanding urban growth, the
program will l—xelP mitigate negative environmental imPacts 133 Promoting the acloPtion of
comprel-iensive CoastScaPes conservation ]anc!scaping concepts and Practices with

emphasis on the Fo”owing components:

o (Jseof regional non-invasive native and beneficial Plants;

e \Water conservation bg Placing Plants in the aPProPriate growing conditions,
minimizing the use of suPPlementa] watering and the amount of turf lawn, and
imPlemcnting xcriscaPing;

o Reduction or elimination of chemical fertilizer and Pesticicle use 133 P]anting native
P!ants and Practicing ]ntegrated Fest Management (]FM),

. Furhcication of the air and water bg Planting native trees, shrubs, and Perennia!s;

. Frotection of existing natural areas and the watershed’s “sense of Place” as well as
restoration, enhancement and,/or creation of native habitat ;

° ]ncorporation of overall cnvironmenta”3 sensitive site design;

° Encrgg conservation 53 P]acing native trees, shrubs, vines and lanclscape structures
in aPProPriate locations (to reduce I-reating and coo]ing needs) and reclucing the use
of power !an&scape equiPment.;

[ lncorPoration of green infrastructure stormwater BMFS, such as:

0 better site Planning (inclucling Preservation of undisturbed native habitat and
vegetation),

0 better site clesign (inc!ucling reduction of sidewalk ]engths and widths,
rcducing setbacks and Frontages} in order to reduce the amount of imPervious

suncacc,




0 low imPact clevelopment (such as bioretention areas, rain garclens, bioswales,
Permeab]e pavements, rain har\/esting, soil restoration, and site
rcmcorcstation/revegetation) in order to rccharge groundwater and reduce
runoff and the amount of imPervious surface; and

(0] Plantings of native trees, shrubs, and Perennia] ground cover in swales and on
terraces, in addition to level and raised areas, in order to reduce runoff and
soil erosion and stabilize s]oPes;

. ]mPlementation of invasive species control bg avoiding the use of and removal and
rePIacement of invasive Plants;

° Frovicling wildlife habitat ]33 Planting native Plants;

e [romotion and Protcction of Po“inators, beneficial insects and coastal wildlife habitat
needs;

° Mulcl—ling to conserve water, suppress weeds, imProve soil structure, and to lessen
erosion;

L] Composting to reduce 5ard waste and to use as a soil amendment;

[ Kecgcling and reusing materials to eliminate waste;

e [romotion of habitat linkage and connectivity;

e  Maintenance of native Plant gardens and P]anning for the iong term;

e  (Guidance to the cha”enges and solutions of gardcncrs to g]oba] warming, and climate

changc; and

o Lcaming to aPPreciate nature and toleration of imPerFections in the garclen.
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