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Gcorgia (Coastal Flain Native Plants:
Suggcstcd Alternatives to Non-native |nvasive [lants

lntroduction

An invasive sPccies is defined as “a sPecies that is non-native to the ecosystem under
consideration and whose introduction causes or is Iikelg to cause economic or environmental
harm or harm to human health® (National |nvasive SPecies Council). Thus, theg are
introduced spccies that can thrive in areas Bcgond their natural range of &isPcrsaI‘ T hese
Plants are characteristica”y adaptab]e, aggressive, and have a l—;igh reProductive caPacitH.
Their vigor, combined with a lack of natural enemies and Plant comPetitors, oftenleads to
outbreak Popufations. This, in turn, leads to tal(ing over and disPIacing less aggressive native
Plants and eventual domination of a once diverse natural ]andscape. Wilc”ige, inc]uding
Po”inators, which are dependent on the native Plant communities and ecosystems forfood,
nesting, and shelter, suﬁ:ergreatlg. |nvasive P]ants are genera”g undesirable because theg are
difficult to control, can escape from cultivation, and can dominate whole areas. |n short,
invasive Plant infestations can be extremc]g cxPensive to control, as well as be cnvironmenta”y

destructive.

(Characteristics of |nvasive Plants

]nvasive Piants are noted for their abilitg to grow and sPreacl aggressivc]g‘ lnvasivc P]ants can
be trees, shrubs, vines, grasses, or non~woodg P]ants, and theg can reProc{uce rapicug by
roots, seeds, shoots, or all three. ]nvasive Plants tend to:

e ot be native to the region;

° sPrcac{ raPidlg, reProducing bg roots or shoots;

e mature quicug;

o if sPreacl by seed, Producc numerous seeds that clisPersc and sprout easilg;

o be genera]is’cs that can grow in many different conéitions;



o be exPloiters and colonizers of disturbed grounc{;

[ ou’ccompete and shade out native Plants.

Tl-lc ]mPact of ]nvasivc Flants

The Primarg reason to not landscape with invasive Plants is that thcg are degrading our native
environments. |nfact, second on]g to habitat loss, invasives are a ma_jorpactor in the decline of
native Plants. Flants such as kudzu, \)aPanese honegsucue, (hinese wisteria, and mimosa are
displacing native Plants and clegracling habitat for native insects, birds, and other animals.
Enc{angered, rare, and threatened native sPecies of Plant s and animals are esPeciang at risk

because theg o{:ten occurin sucl'l sma” Populations tl'lat make them Particular]g vulnerab!e.

Anothergood reason to avoid invasives is that invasive Plants, even when grown in a cultivated
3arc1, can spreac{, escape, and cause ]andscape maintenance wecding Prob]ems for years to
come. ]n urban and suburban areas, there is a goocl chance that the worst weeds on your
Propcrtg are escaped Plants, like Japancsc honegsucuc, multiflora rose, and JaPanese

knotweed. ln 9arcls, garclens, Fields, and Parl(s, these P]ants are very exPcnsive to control.

What Can | Do About |nvasive Plants?

The best insurance against future Prob]ems with invasive P]ants on both your !andscape and

within your commum’ty is to imPlement the Fo”owing:

o Avoid the use of known invasive Plants. Knowing which Plants are safe to buy and
which are harmful is essential when Planning and imPlementing your ]andscapc. Make

a conscientious choice N7 to Purchasc or Plant invasives. | ake the Georgia

[~ xotic Pest [lant Counci]’s (GAEFFC) invasive Plant list with you when
Purclwasing Plants (see GAEFFC website below or check it out on the

CoastScaPes website: www.coastscapes.org;). Ma‘(e sure to check the common

name to a scientific name tojusthcg an aPProPriate Plant Purchase.

[ Frotcct hcalthg native Plar\t communities. Tﬂca|’cl’13 native Plan’c communities are a
great defense against invasives. Maintain and Protect any existing native P!ant
communities. |n addition, make a conscientious lanc{scaping choice and go nativel
Native Plants support Georgia’s diverse and rich natural Plan’c communities and
ecosystems. Using native P]ants will turn your landscape into a diverse and thriving

natural environment which will foster Po”inators (ie., hummingbirés, bees, butterflies,


http://www.coastscapes.org/

moths, and other beneficial insects) and other wildlife. |n addition, Planting a native
landscape will help restore habitat that is currently being lost due to land development
such as urban growth and sprawi, Forestry, and agricultural practices. (Consider
selecting a native Plant alternative (see list Provided below). However, when buying
any native Plant, make sure that it is aPProPriate for your landscape conditions.
Some of the benefits of Planting a native Iandscape include:

(o] Native Plants require less maintenance. A careFu”g chosen communit3 of
native Plants that occur together in nature will create a sel{;regulating
environment that requires less maintenance that if exotics were used. Due to
their Potential forvolatile growtl'\, exotics may need to be mechanica”g
controlled much more Frequentb than native Plants;

o Native Plants have evolved and are aciaPtcc{ to the Particular insects and
diseases in Georgia which harm P]ants, and therefore require little or no
Pcsticicle use once they are established. While some exotics grow
unrestrained, many exotic Plants are not aclaPtecl to the local environmental
conditions and therefore may require Pesticides to protect them against
threats which tl‘xeg have no natural c{e{:ense;

o Native P!ants are well suited to the climate and soil conditions of Gcorgia. In
comParison with exotics, the amount of water and fertilizer natives reciuire is
minimal. Hanting exotics requircs more water and fertilizer which is both
cxPensive and harmful to the environment.

Minimize lanclscapc disturbance. |nvasive P]ants thrive in areas where native Plant
communities have been disturbed }39 storms, soil disturbance, construction, or fire.
[For this reason, itis a good idea to P!ant any bare soil and disturbed ground with
native Plants before invasives can take hold.

(Use fertilizers wiscly. Froper site preparation begins with a soil test before aPPlging
fertilizer. f”]igh nitrogen levels sometimes give an advantagc to invasive sPecics that
are better adaptcc{ to using Plcntipul nutrients for explosive growth. For soil Fertilitg,
try using organic, slow-decomposing compost and mulches.

Scout your property annuaug forinvasives. [~ ven healthg P]ant communities are
suscePtib]e to attack bg invasives. [~ ducate 3ourse!{: on l(nowing some of the more
harmful invasive Plants so that you can look out for them. Ferf:orming Periodic checks
on your property can keep a small and manageab!e Problem from becoming a ]arge,
unwic]dg, and cos’c!g Problcm. T he best way to control invasives is Prevention, and
Prevcntion can on|9 haPPen through vigi]ance.

Remove invasives before tl—zcy become a Problcm and when their densities are low.

I~ Hective scouting or monitoring means that Problems are found while theg are still



small and easilg controllable. Kemove invasives as soon as they are found to eliminate
the chance theg will clroP their seeds. Kemoving invasives when their densities are low
gives the most immediate success because invasive Plant control works best when
thereis a Functioning native Plant community still in Place that can move right into the
empty niche. Smallerinfestations may be manua”3 treated and controlled }39 being
Pu”ecl out or c{ug up, while larger Populations may need to be stoPPecl chemica”y with
spot aPPlications of herbicide by trained individuals care]cu”}j Fo”owing label
instructions. \When removing invasives, it is imPortant to remove as much of the root
mass as Possiblc, and to minimize ground disturbance and native Plants‘ I~ ven small
Picces left in the grouncl can cause new infestations.

DisPosc of removed invasive Plants wiscly. Froper clisposal of Pu“ccl invasives is
essential. [Jowever, invasive Plant disposal poses a tricky Problem. [f not Proper]y
disposcc{ of, some invasive Plants will continue to grow and set seed dcspitc being
Pu”ecl out of the grouncl. Jtis imPortant to know how tenacious your Plant is in order
to Figure out how to make sure you do not sPreacl the infestation through your
disPosal method. T here are a few rules of thumb that will ensure that this will not
I‘waPPen:

0 DPesurethe Plant is dead before Placing inamulch or compost Pilc. [ ither
drg it out in the sun (on a tarp or some impervious surface) so that there is no
green whatsoever left on the Plant, or bag itina hcavg c{uty black Plastic bag
(and be sure to seal it uP> for a while until the Plants inside have turned to
mush. Sometimes you can cliP the roots from the stem before drging it out to
further limit the Plant’s resources for survival.

(o] Fu” the Plant before it has flowered or gone to seed. On some Plants, flowers
can mature and set seed even after the P]ant has been Pu”ed;

(0] H:gou have flowers ancl/or seeds on the Plant, bring your disposal bag to the
weecling site and put the flowers and seed heads into the bag head first so
that there is minimal risk in disPersing sced as you transport the weed to its
final resting spot;

(o] Buming is an oPtional method for éisPosal, especiallg with the wooclg
stemmed invasives, but should on]9 be done with a burn Pcrmit from the local
fire depar‘cment within the buming season;

0 File all of the invasive P!ants inone Pile and cover with a tarp Fastcning it to the
grouncl using rocks, wood, or stakes. Monitor the Perimetcr of the tarp for
any escapees. T his can be added to over time like a mulch Pile or burned

during the buming season.



e Pe “travel savvy” with invasives. Trave”ing througlﬁ arcas where invasives are present
may great]3 facilitate their sPread. Seeds can be transpor’cecl }33 vehicle, hair, shoes,
clothing, baggage and dirt. Responsib]g remove Potentia] invasive sources where
Possible‘

Flant (Choice (onsiderations

T he native P!ants listed below have been repor’ced }33 various sources to Provide alternative
native Plant sources to recognized and documented invasive Plan’cs. Although these Plants
Provicle numerous benefit s of Being native P]ants (e.g., reduced water needs, reduced fertilizer
and Pesticide use, etc.), new Plantings will require regu]ar irrigation for six weeks to six months
or more before t]ﬂeg become established. T rees Iarger than two inches ca]iper width will take
longer to establish. Although native Plants have evolved to local conditions, Plants of any
sPecies must be allowed time to become Fu”g established in a ]andscaPe before all of its native
Plant features will be evident. All Plants need water while es’cablishing their root system and
during Periods of extended clrought. Root establishment can take from months to one to
several years, ClePending on the origina] size of the Plant. Larger Plants will take longer to
establish.

A]thoug‘ﬂ the Plants Providecl in the list below may be native to the coastal Plain region of
Georgia, individual Plants may not grow evergwhere in the region. ]n acldition, the
characteristics of any site will tgpically vary from Place to Place and some Plants may do better
than others at various places within a site. Putting plants in the right places is the key to
ensuring they survive and remain healthy in yourlandscape. When selecting plants from this
list, remember that many factors determine the suitability of a plant for a particular location.
(onsider light requirements, local climate, solil type, moisture, adaPtabi]itg, hardiness, heat
tolerance, and other factors. A” Plants listed are suited to the U\SDA Hardiness /one 8.
Flease check to see hcgour zone falls within the 8a or 8b hardiness zone and then choose
plants accordingly. (Choose native plants that match and thrive under the conditions in your
landscape and you will have a CoastScaPes landscaPel You will reduce the need for water,
fertilizers, pesticides, and pruning while providing valuable wildlife habitat. Properly fit the
plant to your site and local climate and you will have a beautiful CoastScapes landscape!

For more information regarding Georgia’s coastal Plain native Plants, to utilize the

Coastﬁcapcs coastal Plains native Plant search engine, or to find out more about Georgia

invasive P]ants, goto the CoastScaPes website: www.coastscapes.org.
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5uggcstcd Altcmativcs to Non-native lnvasivc Flants

This list Provicles suggestccl Gcorgia coastal Plain native Plant alternatives to non-native
invasive P]ants that either have been available or are currentlg available in the nursery trade.
T his list was aclopte& froma larger list c{evclopecl bg the Georgia (areen ]nc{ustry
Association in cooPeration with the Georgia I~ xotic Fest Flant Council (GEFFC) and
includes the Fo“owing GALFPPC invasive Plant categories: Category | Flants, Categorg i
Alert Plants and Categorg 2 FPlants. | he definitions of these Par’cicular categories are
Provicled below. T his Par’cicu!ar CoastScaPes list Provides Georgia coastal P]ain native
Plant sPccies that sPcciFicang fall within the 8a and 8b hardiness zones. [Torthe comPlctc list
of suggestecl native and exotic non-native invasive Plants for Georgia, or to obtain more

information on invasive species, check out the Fo”owing websites:

Georgia [~ xotic Pest FPlant Council: www.gacppc.org/
Universitg of Georgia (Center for Jnvasives and Ecosgstem [Health: www.invasives.org,/

KC&]:

Category i Flants (1): FPlants defined }33 the Georgia [~ xotic Pest Plant Council as those

causing serious Prob]ems in Georgia’s natural areas.

Catcgorg i Alcr’c Flants (1 Alcrt): Alert Plants are not yet a serious Problcm in Gcorgia

natural areas, but have a signiFicant Potentia] to become a serious Problem.

Catcgor3 2 F|ants (2): F]ants that are causing moderate Prob]ems in Georgia’s natural

areas.


http://www.gaeppc.org/
http://www.invasives.org/

|nvasive | rees

/4/15/2/3 /’u//br/};s/n ( 7) mimosa
/\//c//a azedarach (/) Cl’:ina[’)errg

Fa ulownia tomentosa [ 7 } Pri ncess-tree

53/0/1”7/ sebiterum (1) (Chinese tallowtree

Suggcstccl Native | ree Altcrnativcs

Accréaréatum southern sugar maPIe
Acer/leucoderme chalk maplc

Acer rubrum red maPIe
Acersaccharinum silver maP]c

(ercis canadensis eastern redbud
Cﬁamaccypar/s fAﬂOIdCS Atlantic white cedar
(hionanthus virginicus white Fringetrec
(ornus Horida Howering dogwoocl
Crataegus marshallii Pars]eg hawthorn
(Gleditsia traicanthos var. inermis lﬂoneglocus’c
/7’3/6/33 carolina Caro]ina silverbell
/‘"]’a/es/a C//Ptcra/ two-wing silverbell
Jlex opaca American ho”y
Magno/fa macropﬁﬂ//a }Jiglealc magnolia
/\//agno//:a virginiana sweetba Yy

/\/ﬂssa Sﬂ/vat/(:a blackgum
OXﬂG’Cﬁdl‘Um aroboreum sourwood

F/nc/m@ﬂa bracteata (I[Ormc‘/‘{g /D Pubcns} fevertree

Qucrcus /yrata overcup oak
K/wsg/abra smooth sumac (shrub?)
535559)[/'35 albidum sassafras

L//mus alata wingec{ elm

|nvasive Shrubs

Jeagnus pungens (2 silverthorn
S5 pung

E/aegnus umbellata (///) autumn-olive



[ ugustrum japonicum (2)
1L 1 jap (

/ igustrum sinense (1)

[ onicera maackii (2)
/\/anc//na domestica ( Z/)

Kosa multiflora (///)

5p/raea /apon/ca (2 )

Suggcstcd Native Shrub Alternatives

Aesculus Ioarv/z[/ora
Aesculus pa via
Agorista populfoli
Calycanthus Aoridus
Callcarpa ameriana
(lethra alnifolia

C ﬂf‘///a racemiflora

E u/)otrys racemosa

(Fo rmer] Y [_ cucothoe raccmosa)

[othergilla gardenii*
[Tammamelis virginiana
[ydrangea arborescens
/ "/ya/rangea c;ucrc/l[o//a

/ "/y/ocr/cum frondosum

//cx decidua

//cx g/a/)ra

//cx verticillata
Micium Horidanum**

Japanese Prive’c
Chinese Privet
Amur honegsuck]c
nandina

multiflora rose

Japancsc spirea

bottlebrush buckeye

red buckege

FFlorida hobblebush
eastern sweetshrub
American beautyberry
coastal sweetPePPerbush
swamp titi

SWBmP doghobble

dwarf witchalder*
American witchhazel

wild hydrangea

oakleaf hgdrangea
ceciarglade St.Johnswort
Possumlwaw

inkberrg

common winterberr9

]:Iorida anisetree**

=Pl FASE.NOTTE! F~ ot/;crgf//a garc/cni/ancl Micium fHoridanum are Protectccl Plants in
Gcorgia. Before choosing either of these shrubs for Planting, Plcase take great care to

assure that your conditions are aPProPriatc for the necessary rcquircmcnts and needs of

these rare and Protcctccl Plants‘

////C/um Ic)a/V/}[/orum
/tea virginica
[ cucothoe axillaris

[ indera benzoin

3e”ow anisetree

\/irginia sweetsPire
coastal c{oghobble
northern sPicebuslﬂ



Mﬂr[ca cerifera
FIbC;éﬂCﬂa bracteata
(Formerlg F /Dubens)
Khododendron austrinum
Khododendron canescens
Khododendron viscosum
(Formerly K scrru/atum)
Vacc/n/um Coymzl)osum
Vacc/n/um v/cga tum
(Formerlg V. ashe)
Viburnum acerifolium
\//'Aurnum dentatum

\/féurnum HUG/UIT]
|nvasive Vines

(elastrus orbiculatus (1 Alert)
[Tedera helix (1)

/ onicera japonica (1)

/ ﬂgoc//unz Japonicum (1)
[ueraria montana (1)

., . - -
Wstcr/a simensis | )

Suggcstcd Native Vine Altcrnativcs

Bgnomla Caprco/ata

C. amps/s radicans

(lematis viorna

(Jematis virginiana
Decumaria barbara
Gc/scm/um scm/ocrv/rens

[ onicera 56m/:>erv/rens
Farthenocissus qu/nquc/o//la
[Fassiflora incarnata

Wisteria frutescens

wax mgrt]e

che rtree

orange azalea
mountain azalea

swamP azalea

higl’ubush b]uebcrr9

sma”ﬁower blueberrﬂ

mapleleanC viburnum
southern arrowwood

Possumhaw

oriental bittersweet
[nglishivy

Japanese honeysuckle
Japanese climbing fern
kudzu

Chinese wisteria

crossvine

trumpct creeper
vasevine

devil’s clarning needles
wooclvamP

evening trumpehqower
trumpet honegsucue
\/irginia creeper
Purple Passiomqower

American wisteria



|nvasive (Groundcovers

/ Jedera helix ( i )
Vinca ma/or(l)
\Vinca minor (7_)

Eng!is}’x ivy
[’Jiglea)c Periwinkle

common PcriwinUe

Suggcstcc] Native (sroundcover Altcrnativcs

C A(gsogonum virginianum
Mitchella repens

Onoclea sensibilis

[Fhlox divaricata

e 0/55f/c/7um acrostichoides
Woodwardia areolata

|nvasive (Grasses

Miscanthus sinensis (2)
/D /y//osfac/ys aurea (Z)
/mperafa cy//nc/r/ca/ ‘Re& Baron’ (l Alcrt>

Suggcstccl Native (Grass Alternatives

[Cragrostis spectabilis
Juncus effuses
Mublenbergia capillaris
Muﬁ/elvtgccgfa flipes
Fanicutum virgatum
5(:/7/23(:/75/711177 5c0parfum
5or5/éastrum nutans
Tripsacum dactyloides

10

green and gold
Partridgebcrry
sensitive fern

wild blue PHOX
(Christmas fern

netted chainfern

(Chinese si|vergrass
golc{cn bamboo
Japanese }J!oo&grass

PurPle Iovegrass
common rush
hairawn mubly
gu]}q'nairawn mqu
switchgrass

little bluestem
]ncliangrass

eastern gamagrass



|nvasive [Jerbaceous FPerennials

[_cucam.‘/nfum \/u‘/ga/‘c (Z) oxeye c{aisg
/Do/c‘gonum cusp/b/atum (i A!er‘c) Japancsc knotweed

Suggcstccl Native [Jerbaceous Fcrcnnials

Ba/otllsfa alba white wild indigo
Ba/ofllsfa faceolata gopl’uerweecl

Balotfslia Jeconter Pinelancl wild indigo
Balot/'sfa PCI’I[O/}éfa catbells

Ba/pt/}ﬂé tinctoria horsmqgwee&
C/nyso‘gonum virgimanum green and golcl
Ec/ﬁnaccalourpurca eastern Purple coneflower
Graura tilipes slenderstalk beeblossom
(aura sinuata wavgleaF beeblossom
[hlox divaricata wild blue Pl‘]lox
Kudbeckia [u[glb’a orange coneflower
Stokesia leavis Stokes’ aster

11



