UNIVERSITY OF GEORGIA MARINE EXTENSION SERVICE

CoastScapes

Selecting and ShoPPing for Native Flants

What is a native Plant’?
The term ‘nat/ve/o/ant”reters to P]ants that were growmg in North Amerlca before E_uroPean
settlement, and includes woodg Plants (l.e., trees, sl’xrubs, and vmes) and non~wood3 herbaceous

Plants (i.e., ﬂowering Perennials, tems, grasses, herbaceous vines).

Wlwy Grow Native Flants?

Native Plants are the most sustainable choice for home, business, or school gardens. Beautiful,
interesting, and varied, ttxeg evoke a sense of Place and are essential for creating garclen habitat for
wildlife. T he UGA MARLE X CoastScaPes invites everyone to work togettxer to protect the
biocliversit}j of our natural areas. Plant conservation is key and it begins rigl—lt in the home, business,
and school landscape with ctxoosing non-invasive Plant sPecies. Loca”g adapted native Plants are a

sure bet!

Can growing native Plants helP me be more environmenta”y trienc"g?

Yes! USing native P!ants is the ultimate environmenta”g~triendl3 garden practice. Native Plants use
fewer resources, such as water, because ttneg are aclaPted to tolerate normal regional conditions such
as local soils, Precipitation ranges and temperatures. |n addition, when Properlg sited, P]antec{, and
established, tlﬁey dor’t require as much intervention with Pesticides and fertilizers as ornamentals and
exotics. Bg using native P]ants, we can avoid invasive P]ant sPecies like Japanese honeysuck]e and
(Chinese wisteria that harm natural areas. |n addition, native P]ants are essential for suPPorting local

wildlife such as Po”inators and songbird&


http://www.newfs.org/protect/invasive-plants/index

Points to [ive Bg When ShoPPing and Garclening with Native Plants:

o Futting a plant in the right place is the key to ensuring its survival and remaining healthy in
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your |anciscapc‘ (Jse the UGA MARTF X Coas‘cScaPcs Coastal Plain Native Plant

search engine to determine what native P]ants are best for your site:

www.bugwood.org/coastscapes/. |n addition, check out the CoastScaPes coastal Plain

native Plant lists that Provi&c native Plants for sPechCic conservation ]andscaping uses

(www.coastscapcs.org;)‘ Although the P]ants you are considering may be native to the coastal

lain region of (Georgia, individual plants may not grow everywhere in the region. |n addition,
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the characteristics of any site will tgpica”g vary from P|ace to Place and some Plants may do
better than others at various Places within a site. When selccting P|ants for your ]an&scapc,
remember that many factors determine the suitabilitg of a Plant fora Par’cicular location.
(onsider |ig}1t requirements, local climate, solil type, moisture, a&aptabi]ity, hardiness, heat

to|erance, and other factors. A” Plants Provicle& on the UGA MAREX CoastScaPes

coastal P]ain native P|ant search engine (www.bugwood.org/coastscapes)

are suited to the USDA [Hardiness /one 8. Flease check to see hcgour zone falls within

the 8a or 8b hardiness zone and then choose plants accordingly. (Choose native plants that

match and thrive under the conditions in your landscape and you will have an environmentally-
friendly CoastScapes landscape! You will reduce the need for water, fertilizers, pesticides,

and pruning while providing valuable wildlife habitat.

o DBe sure to purchase nursery propagated and grown plants from reputable nurseries and
growers and where, possible, buy native plants based on ecotypes. Whenever possible, buy
native seed or native Plants from a rePutable nursery that sells local ccotypes (Plants
propagated from seed or stock originally collected in the area you plan to plant rather than in
another biogeographic region). Often plants sold as native are not from local sources, and
thus may not give you the full benefits of casy growing and wildlife and pollinator forage. Puy
only if certified by the vendors as “Nursery [ropagated.” Question ambiguous phrases such
as “Nursery (Grown” because they may be wild-collected Plants. Become aware of the
methods used for propagation by vendors. IGA MAREX CoastScaPcs encourages
propagation from seed rather than vegetative reproduction, in order to maintain species vigor
and genetic diversity. Many vendors now propagate from local seed sources and we

encourage you to suPPor’c such efforts.


http://www.bugwood.org/coastscapes/
http://www.coastscapes.org/
http://www.bugwood.org/coastscapes

chcr collect Plants from the wild or Purchasc wild collected P|ants. Wild~co”ection threatens
the existence of native species and ecosystems, and if collected from far away, will result in
Plants which have a reduced likelihood of surviving in 3ourgarc]en‘ Transplant native flora
from wild settings onl9 when the Plants of a given area are oF]Ciciany slated for destruction, e.g.
road construction, subdivisions, Pipelines, golF courses, etc. Obtain Permission from the
landowner before removing wild flora.

USC loca”y acloptccl native Plants. Research suggests loca“g adaptec{ native Plants are four
times more attractive to native bees, butterflies, and wildlife than ornamentals and exotics.
Wherever Possible, consider how to include native Plants, including shrubs and trees, that
Producc abundant flowers, seeds, and fruits throughout the growing season. | ocal native
Plants are usua”g well adapteci to your growing conditions, can thrive with minimum attention,
and are good sources of nectar and Po”en for Po”inators and food for wildlife. Naturalizcd
or exotic spccies can escape to wild habitats, sugocating and inhibiting the growth and
sPreacl of native flora and fauna. Namec{ clones often do not reflect the range of traits of
bioregiona”ymativc sPecies, including wildlife value, and if wide|3 Piantecl, can change natural
Populations‘

Do not use invasive Plants. Avoid P]ant sPccies known to be l’\iglﬂlg invasive. | hese P!ants
do not Provi&e the qualitg nectar and food Po”inators and wildlife depend on, will Iikely spread
and dominate other sPecies, reduce the c{iversitg and value of the habitat, and increase

maintenance demands. (Check out the CoastScaPes website for more information:

www.coastscapes.org.

Avoid l’lybric‘s. Avoid Planting hgbricl flower varieties or those that have been bred for showg
or “double” blossoms, as these often lack the Po”en and nectar rewards of the Parent sPecies
and thus are not suitable for Po”inators. |n addition, horticultural varieties and hgbricls are not
necessarily suited to local conditions.

Rccognizc and Providc aclcquatc establishment timeline for your native Plants. Although
loca”9 aPProPriate native Plants Provi&e numerous benefits (c.g., reduced water needs,
reduced fertilizer and Pesticidc use, etc.), new Plantings will require rcgular irrigation for six
weeks to six months or more before they become established. T rees ]arger than two inches
caliper width will take longer to establish. A]thoug!ﬂ native Plants have evolved to local
conditions, Plants of any sPecies must be allowed time to become Fu”g established in a
landscape before all of its native P!ant features will be evident. All Plants need water while
establishing their root system and cluring Periods of extended &roug}ﬂt. Root establishment
can take from months to one to several years, c{epending on the original size of the Plant.

Largcr Plants will take Ionger to establish.


http://www.coastscapes.org/

Where to [Find Native FPlants

Most nurseries carry some native Plants, and some nurseries sPecialize and carry a greater sclection.
As the demand for native P!ants has grown, so has the supply at nurseries. Some Plants will be more
rea&ily available than others. Qur CoastScaPes native Plant lists and search engine

(www.coastscapes.org) focused on species most appropriate for Planting and available tlﬂrough the

nursery trade. Somc of the sPecies inc]udecﬂ, however, are not commonlg available but are able to be
nursery grown. Research the native P]ants that are suitable and desirable Forgour Iandscapc site’s
conditions, and take a copy of the list with you when you visit nurseries. l]cgou need helP, ask for
nursery staff familiar with native Plants. H:gou see a Plant you like, check to see if it is included in the
CoastScaPes list lcorgour Particu]ar local area and site conditions. Make sure that you check the
common name with its scientific name to confirm that the P]ant you are consiclering is the intended
Plant you want to bug. Forthose spccies that are more difficult to find, the l’\OPC and intention is that
the CoastScaPcs coastal Plain native Plant lists and search engine will sPark a demand, and hence a
greater SUPP]3~ l]cgou have a favorite Plant that you cannot obtain, be sure to ask your local nursery

to consider adding it to their stock. A list of native P]ant nursery references is available below.

Forthe greatest ecological value, select the “true” native species, esPecia”y if P]anting for wildlife and
Po”inator benefit. T here are cultivated varicties (“cultivars”) available for many native P]ants. These
are named using the scientific name ([_atin genus and species, such as Kudbeckia fulgida) plus the
cultivar name, a third word in single quotation marks (such as Rudbeckia fulgida “Goldstrum?). These
varicties have been grown to provide Plants with certain Phgsical characteristics, Perhaps a different
flower color, different Foliagc, ora compact shape or size. Although these are suitable Forgarclening,
use true sPecies (not cultivars) ilcﬂou are Planning a habitat Prqject to Provicle food for wildlife.
These P]ants are most suited for use }33 the native wildlife, and will increase your chances of

attracting them.

Ask nurseries about the source of the native species sold. Did they come from seed or cuttings of
Plants found growing loca”g, or are theg from another region? ]c!ea”g, the Plants you use should come
from stock from the same region, say, within rougl'llg a 200-mile radius in the same Phgsiographic
Province (e.g‘, coastal Plain). Dhq:erences exist from region to region even in the same Plant sPecies,
due to differences in climatic conditions between distant locations. [Tor cxamP]e, a P!ant grown in
Virginia may flower at a different time than the same sPecies grown in coastal Georgia‘ Tlﬂeg may
have slig]ﬁt Physica] differences. | hese characteristics make a difference in designinggardens and

tlﬁey matter to wildlife seeking food sources. We protect a species as a whole bﬂ Preserving the


http://www.coastscapes.org/

genetic variation contained in local varieties. Not onlg will Planting a non-local varietg dilute the local
native variety but these non-local P]ants will not grow as well for you as Plants that were raised from
local stock. The local varietg of a sPecies has spent many thousands oFgears adapting to the
vagaries of its local conditions. Recognizing that these clﬁa“enges can sometimes be difficult to
overcome, try to do your best in being a resPonsib]e gardener and protector of our wild coastal
treasures. The more consumers ask for loca”g grown Plants or secd, the more Iil«:lg it is that nurseries
will carry local stock. Once you begin to explore and exPerimcnt with native Plants, you’” soon
discover that many of these Plants go bcyoncljust rcPIacing worn out selections in your 5arcl. Native
Plants will cventua”g reduce your labor and maintenance costs while inviting wildlife to your lanclscape

helping to create your own sense oF Placc.

Nativc Flant Nurser9 5ourccs

Association of [Tlorida Native Nurseries:

httpz//www.alcnn.org/]cincLPIants

Gcorgia Native Flant Socictg Sources for Native Plants and Seeds

http,//www.gnps.ore/resources,/Native Nurseries.php

Ladg Bird Johnson Wildflower (enter, National Suppliers Directory
http://www.wildflower.org/suppliers/

PlantNative Native Plant Nurserg Finder:

http.//www.plantnative.ore/index.htm

PlantNative Native Plant Nurserg Directory:

http,//www.plantnative.org/national nursery dir mainhtm

South Carolina Native Flant Societg
l’lttp://www.scnps‘org/links.l’utm!



http://www.afnn.org/find-plants
http://www.gnps.org/resources/Native_Nurseries.php
http://www.wildflower.org/suppliers/
http://www.plantnative.org/index.htm
http://www.plantnative.org/national_nursery_dir_main.htm
http://www.scnps.org/links.html
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